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Irish Aquaculture 2008 

• Finfish Production: 12,750 Tonnes 

• Shellfish Production: 38,300 Tonnes 

 

• 1’st sale value € 105 million per annum 

 

• Total Aquaculture employment: 

– Directly employed (FTE): 1250 

– Induced employment: 1575 

– Total Employment: 2825 
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Prospects for Irish Aquaculture 

2020 projections 

• An Extra 47,000 metric tonnes of output 

per annum 

 

• An extra  1500 FTE jobs (direct & induced) 

 

• A boost in first sale value of the sector 

€140 million per annum (at 2010 prices 

and money value) 

 

 



REASONS FOR ACCEPTANCE OF 
LOCAL FISH FARM                               

National 

Coastal 
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Ensures fish stocks

Ensures that fish don't become scarce

Provides jobs

Safer way for fishermen to catch fish

(no trawlers etc.)

Cheaper fish

Wealth creation in local communities

Helps supprt coastal communities

Fish si a healthy food to eat
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WHY ARE YOU AGAINST THE FISH 
FARM IN YOUR AREA  
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12Concerned about water pollution

Bad for environment

Concerned about the quality of the fish we eat from it

Spoils the scenic beauty of the coastline

Hear it’s bad for you – dioxins

Hear it’s bad for you – sealice

Concerned about conditions fish are kept in

Concerned about noise pollution

Mentions 





CLAMS 

Co-Ordinated 

Local 

Aquaculture 

Management 

System 









National Policy and 

Regulation  

(Dept. of Agriculture) 

National CLAMS 

management group          

led by BIM,            

supported by MI and UnG 

BIM regionally based liaison 

officer 

CLAMS Group in a bay 

Local Authorities 





in Action  



Environmental Policy Initiatives  

• Reduction of visual impact 

 



















Environmental Policy Initiatives  

• Reduction of visual impact 

• Removal of redundant structures 









Environmental Policy Initiatives  
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Environmental Policy Initiatives  

• Reduction of visual impact 

• Removal of redundant structures 

• Environmental and water quality 

monitoring 

• Promoting use of Environmental 

Management Systems (EMS) 





 





Integrating Aquaculture into the 

Coastal Zone; Policy initiatives 

• Improving navigational safety 









Integrating Aquaculture into the 

Coastal Zone 

• Improving navigational safety 

• Fish farmers as good neighbours 





 





Integrating Aquaculture into the 

Coastal Zone 

• Improving navigational safety 

• Fish farmers as good neighbours 

• Winning hearts and minds 









Optimising Use of the Resource; 

Policy initiatives 

• Carrying Capacity 







Optimising Use of the Resource 

• Carrying Capacity 

• Reconfiguring aquaculture structures 

 











Before 



AFTER 



Optimising Use of the Resource 

• Carrying Capacity 

• Reconfiguring aquaculture structures 

• Improving Occupational Health and Safety 

and Working conditions 

 







Optimising Use of the Resource 

• Carrying Capacity 

• Reconfiguring aquaculture structures 

• Improving Occupational Health and Safety 

and Working conditions 

• Increasing value to the producer 

 





Ireland’s CLAMS process 

Summary 

• A very cost effective system 

• Maximum leverage of scarce state 

resources 

• Deeply rooted in the industry and local 

communities 

• Much potential still to be explored-      

  “Marine Forum Concept” 



Ireland’s CLAMS process: a means to 

ensure aquaculture policy coherence at 

national and at local level. 

 

 

Thank you for your attention. 




